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NEW FOREIGN-POLICY MAKERS 


With the inauguration close 
at hand, peopleask what is to 
be expected from the new ad- 
ministration. The questions 
usually concern individual 
members of the new Kennedy 
cabinet. So we might take a 
closer look at the list 
top appointees. 

Incidentally, thereis noth- 
ing in the Constitution about 
a cabinet. Cabinet posts are 
a sort of presidential pre- 
rogative. Usually, the cabinet 
consists of the ten major gov- 
ernment department heads. But 
in recent years, with the rise 


of 


of Big Government, presidents 
give what is called cabinet 
status to other appointees. 
However, regarding Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s ten top appointments, 
first and most important in 
the troubled condition of the 
world today is the State Ve- 
partment. Our new Secretary 
of State, Wr. Dean Husk, is 
a difficult man to classify. 
Many observers breathed a 
sigh of relief when the post 
did not either Adlai 
Stevenson or Chester Bowles. 
Both in many 
quarters as too easily fooled 
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by the blandishments of the 
Soviet leaders. But Governor 
Stevenson was given the post 
of chief U.S. delegate to the 
United Nations, and Mr. Rusk 
himself declared that Steven- 
son would have a major part 
in foreign-policy decisions. 
It is difficult, for those 
who watchthese matters close- 
ly, to imagine Stevenson 
standing firmly and resolute- 
ly against the Soviet dele- 
gates in the UN. After all, 
he is the man who has always 
thought we could deal with 
the Reds, and who was a char- 
acter witness for Alger Hiss. 
And Mr. Rusk must accept 
Chester Bowles as his Under 
Secretary of State, to say 
nothing of G. Mennen Williams 
as Assistant Secretary in 
charge of African affairs. 
Mr. Williams is famous as the 
governor of the State of Mich- 


TWO TOUGH JOBS 


The next two most important 
cabinet posts are the Treasury 
and Defense Vepartments. Mr. 
Kennedy chose C. Douglas 
Dillon, a Republican who is 
now Under Secretary of State 
in the Eisenhower administra- 
tion, as Secretary of the 
Treasury. As Secretary of De- 
fense, he chose Robert S. 
McNamara, who is president of 


bo 


igan who governed her prac- 
tically into bankruptcy. It 
was, in fact, an unusual pro- 
cedure to name men on whom the 
Secretary of State must depend 
before naming the Secretary. 

As for Mr. Rusk, his record 
with regard to the communists 
is spotty. He was part of the 
old Truman-Acheson State De- 
partment and once compared 
the Red assault on China with 
the American Revolution! How- 
ever, he later denounced the 
Chinese Reds, but some ob- 
servers are leary of how he 
will stand up under the cur- 
rent drive to appease Red 
China. On the other hand, many 
believe that Senator Kennedy 
intends to be his own Secre- 
tary of State. So we can only 
hope that he is a bit wiser 
today than when he suggested 
that Mr. Eisenhower apologize 
to Boss Khrushchev. 


the Ford Motor Company. Mr. 
Dillonis a former Wall Street 
banker, and both these ap- 
pointments produced some 
chuckles among those who re- 
membered the Democrats’ casti- 
gation of the Eisenhower 
administration because of its 
appointments of so-called 
big businessmen. 

Some observers believe that 
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Mr. Kennedy was trying to re- 
assure the business community 
with the appointment of Mr. 
Dillon to the Treasury post - 
that he meant it as a kind of 
sign that he is not the wild 
and reckless spender which 
his campaign speeches made 
him out to be. But Mr. Dillon 
has had a hand in the foreign 
giveaway programs of the pre- 
sent administration. It is 
this crazy handout program 
all over the world — to which 
the Kennedy administration is 
also committed - which is one 
of the chief causes of the 
dollar crisis. It remains to 


be seen whether Mr. Dillon, 
in the Treasury spot — and 
spot it is — will be able to 


cope with our fantastic pub- 


job ahead, 


lic debt, burdensome taxes, 
inflation, and the overriding 
necessity for a balanced fed- 
eral budget if we are not to 
see our dollar lose even more 
of its value. And, as we shall 
see, he will find himself up 
against several big spenders 
among his cabinet colleagues. 

Mr. Dillon’s task will be 
a tough one. He faces the ac- 
cumulated follies of two or 
three decades of bad fiscal 
policy, the results of which 
are now beginning to be felt 
all over the country and the 
world. The same thing applies 
to Mr. McNamara in the Defense 
post. He, too, has a tough 
finding his way 
through the mazes of red tape 
in the Pentagon bureaucracy 
in an effort tomake America’s 
defenses as strong as possible 
with the least waste of the 
taxpayers’ money. His experi- 
ence in the automobile indus- 
try was more on the financial 
and management side than on 
the production side. 

Governor Luther H. Hodges 
of North Carolina will be our 
new Secretary of Commerce. He 
has had business experience, 
though most observers agree 
his appointment came about as 
a reward to the Democratic 
organizations in the South 
for staying in line for Sen- 
ator Kennedy. 








SPENDERS ; 


The appointments to the 
Interior Lepartment, the Ag- 
ricultural Department, and 
the Department of Health, Ed- 
ucation and Welfare are going 
to cause the new Secretary of 
the Treasury, Mr. Dillon, 
some headaches if he wants to 
put the government’s fiscal 
house in order. Congressman 
Stewart Udall, who will be 
Secretary of the Interior, 
has given indications that he 
is a public-power man. This 
means, of course, government 
projects like TVA, in which 
all Americans are taxed to 
provide cheap electricity for 
one section of the country. 
Such projects pay no taxes 
and compete with private util- 
ities which must not only 
make a profit for their 
stockholders but 
taxes to support their govern- 
ment-subsidized competitors. 

The new Secretary of Agri- 
culture is Orville L. Freeman 
who was defeated for governor 
of Minnesota. Mr. Freeman 
stands for greater than ever 
government interference and 
control of agriculture. It is 
therefore hard to see how the 
big farm problem, which re- 
sults from lack of a free 
market for farm products, will 
be solved under his direction. 
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AND AN OMINOUS NOTE 


The appointment of Governor 
Abraham Ribicoff of Connecti- 
cut as Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare was 
hailed in some quarters be- 
cause of his sound management 
of the state’s fiscal affairs. 
But Governor, Ribicoffis a big 
welfare-state man, and we’ 1] 
have to wait and see how his 
welfare handouts will jibe 
with the plight of both the 
American taxpayer and the U.S. 
Treasury’s unbalanced budget 

It is generally agreed that 
Senator Kennedy was wise to 
name an insurance executive — 
Mr. J. Edward Day - rather 
than a politician as Post- 
master-General. He, too, has 
an unenviable job of trying 
to meet the Post Office’s 
whopping annual deficit. 

Mr. Arthur Goldberg, who 
got the post as Secretary of 
Labor, is undoubtedly a very 
able lawyer. But he has been 
completely identified with the 
Big Labor movement, and there 
is agreement among nearly all 
observers that his appointment 
was a pay-off to Labor Boss 
Walter Reuther for his sup- 
port of Mr. Kennedy. 

Perhaps the most doubtful 
appointment of all was that 
of the President-elect’s young 
brother, Robert Kennedy, as 
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Attorney-General. It not only 
gives the signal to all the 
bureaucrats to forget the laws 
and ethics against nepotism, 
but in the eyes of many ob- 
servers it smacks of family 
dynasty-building. The Justice 
Department is a most important 
part of our government and 
should always be headed by a 
man of vast experience and 
knowledge. The FBI, for in- 


stance, falls under its juris- 


en 


diction. In this connection a 
most ominous note, if true, 
appeared recently in the Wall 
Street Journal. It said that 
the President-elect plans to 
shift the FBI’s emphasis from 
hunting communists to tracking 
down labor racketeers. Let’s 
get the labor racketeers, by 
all means, but in the name of 
sheer self preservation, 
let’s not force the FBI to go 
easy on our greatest enemies. 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual network broadcast 1/1/61 
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Book Review 


REDS ARE LIKE LEOPARDS 


FACTS ON COMMUNISM, VOL. IT: 
The Soviet Union from Lenin 
to Khrushchev, by the House 
Committee on Un-American Act- 
tivities, 367 pages plus index, 
Gov’t Ptg. Off.,Wash., $1.25. 

The year 1961 will see, as 
has every year since its in- 
ception, another attempt to 
abolish the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 
The Committee, together with 
the FBI and the Senate Sub- 
Committee on Internal Security 
are persistent thorns in the 
sides of our native commun- 
ists and their ‘liberal’ 
dupes. This is not to be won- 
dered at. Pounding away at 
the facts about communism 


gives Americans the ammunition 
with which to withstand the 
malicious forays of its ad- 
herents. But it will not do 
to become complacent about 
the failure of these continu- 
ed attacks on the HUAC. With- 
out constant vigilance, one 
of them might be successful - 
and the loss would be tragic. 

This is nowhere more evi- 
dent than in the invaluable 
service the Committee is per- 
forming with the compilation 
of a projected definitive 
encyclopedia on communism and 
communists. The present book 
is the second (see AF leekly, 
Feb. 26, 1960 for review of 


Vol. I) in the series. In 








addition to its thorough doc- 
umentation for the student, 
it is entrancing — though not 
joyful - reading for the 
general public. The Committee 
was fortunate in securing the 
services of David J. Dallin 
in the preparation of the 
current volume. vr. Dallin, 
now an American citizen who 
teaches at the University of 
Pennsylvania, is a native- 
born Kussian. He saw the 
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 
with his own eyes and has 
been a life-long observer of 
the course of Russian affairs. 

Volume TI of FACTS ON OOM- 
MUNISM covers the entire 
period from the Revolution up 
to the present, and contains 
a fascinating analysis of the 
seeming changes and gyrations 
in Soviet policy, internal 
and external. Of special in- 
terest are two sections in 
the final chapter on the 
ferment within the Reds’ 
ranks and among the Russian 
intellectuals. 

However, for those earlier 


MORAL SEEMS PLAIN 


American leaders who thought 
they could turn Stalin into a 
good democrat’ and for those 
current leaders who think 
they can do business with 
Khrushchev, Dr. Dallin’s con- 
clusion is of paramount im- 
portance. In the 43 years 
since the Keds seized power, 
Russia has gone through many 
changes. But a communist, like 
a leopard, does not change 
his spots. ‘The basic ele- 
ments of Leninism,’ says this 
report, ‘have been maintained 
to this day - a stern one- 
party rule, negation of po- 
litical freedom to the popu- 
lation, emphasis on military 
power, antagonismto democracy 
as a system and to the demo- 
cracies as nations, and con- 
sequently a permanent threat 
of terrible conflict in the 
world.’ 

The best insurance against 
surrender in that conflict is 
to know your enemy. The HUAC 
is doing yeoman service in 
keeping us informed. 

- Rosalie Gordon 


“United States youngsters by and large are growing soft 
and flabby, according to the American Association for Health, 
Physical Education and Hecreation. 

“The finding is based on comparative physical tests con- 
ducted in the United States and the United Kingdom. 

“Generally speaking, andno doubt with numerous exceptions, 








7 
our boys and girls apparently are lagging seriously behind 
British youth as regards strength and endurance in all mus- 
cles save those of the arms. That latter is the baseball in- 
fluence, of course. 

“The moral seems plain. It is that United States young 
people will he wise to pay more attention to physical 
strength, and United States parents will be smart if they 
will encourage their children to do less riding and tele- 
vision lolling and more walking, running and playing of 
games. There is no need for us to become a nation of prize- 
fighters or plug-uglies, but it would be far worse for most 
of our youngsters to turn into adult softies.” 


— from the New York DAILY NEWS 
AND A TEACHER SPEAKS 


“Sophie Jaffe, a teacher of 25 years’ experience, recently 
said this to a teachers’ meeting: ‘We are going overboard 
these days on the idea that, by giving our children the best 
and the most, we make them happy, well-rounded individuals. 
Today’s children have television sets in their bedrooms, 
carry transistor radios to school, and brag about the money 
they spend...What we should do is to get through to the 
parents that their children must be taught at home that they 
cannot have everything they want, that money and material 
abundance are not the acme of American democracy...” 


— Conway Springs (Kan. ) STAR 
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SAME HERE 


“Then there’s the tale about an American and a Dutchman 
discussing their respective flags. 

‘*The Netherlands flag, the Dutchman explained, has three 
stripes - red, white and blue. ‘We say,’ he went on, ‘they 
have a connection with our taxes. We get red when we talk 
about them, white when we get our tax bills, and we pay them 
till we’re blue in the face.’ 

““*That’s just how it is here,’ replied the American. ‘Only 
we see stars, too.’” - Arlington (Tex. ) JOURNAL 
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